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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
To the prospective black student, education - as it is conceived t,oday­
immediately presents a challenge and an obstacle. We, the Trinity 
Coalition of Blacks (TCB) are dedicated to meeting that challenge 
and to effectively ameliorate, if not eradicate, those barriers presented to 
any black individual in a predominantly white environment. 
This booklet is to introduce you to the aspects of Trinity, about 
college in general that conventional literature doesn't cover. It is ours, 
with our pictures, thoughts and expressions. We would like to share 
an experience - an experience that is good and bad, exciting and droll, hard work 
and growth, a real experience. 
Of course, our picture is black. We are. Trinity isn't. But, if you apply, get accepted and 
come to Trinity, it is more likely to represent some of the things you would be 
experiencing as a black student. 
MICHAEL EDWARDS 
Chairman 
Trinity Coalition of Blacks 
As strange as it may strike you, this booklet will have to 
start (as our being at Trinity did) with a prejudice. Not 
an everyday prejudice - racial or otherwise - but our 
institutional prejudice. 
By now, most of you have become familiar with several 
types of institutions of higher learning. The large uni­
versities, small state universities, junior colleges, ivy 
league schools, liberal arts colleges, etc. Trinity is a 
small liberal arts college. But it probably doesn't mean 
much to you when nobody takes the time to explain and 
present the differences as he sees it in the type of col­
lege. This is true especially with brothers and sisters in 
the • cities. As far as college literature, counselors, 
speakers and recruitment officers, the only differences 
between, say, the University of Illinois and Trinity College 
are size, location, and admission requirements. Bull. The 
actual difference is that one between the realities of in­
structing 30,000 people and educating 1,000 people. 
Rules are necessary in order for an organization to 
maintain itself. The larger the organization - the more 
important the specific rules become, even if those 
restrictions don't relate to the betterment of the com­
munity,. To instigate immediately effective change. in a 
major university takes a very large number of people or 
a medium small coordinated group of very dedicated 
activists. Yet even with the small group, immediate ac·don 
needs a fairly large amount of support. In a small liberal 
arts college, a decent percentage is needed to instigate 
effective change, but, again, the difference would be be­
tween working with 999.8 people and getting involved 
with 100 people. We're not saying that it's better to work 
. with 100 people (with 1,000 you can meet and interact 
with a great deal more people - more diverse too, 
probably- and we can dig that) but goals, motivation, 
and time for the education you personally are looking for 
can and a lot of times do get lost in the mechanics of 
numbers. Don't forget, though, that being at Trinity repre­
sents our choice and that's what we can only present. 
In a place like Trinity, Amherst, Wesleyan, Bowdoin, 
Smith, Swarthmore, Reed, Haverford, Mt. Holyoke, Vassar, 
Williams, etc., just because of size· you can become 
closer, if you choose, to the faculty, administration, etc., 
as a whole. Numbers aren't much of a hang-up. 
For the most part, at a liberal arts college, you don't 
live with being an IBM non-foldable, stapible, mutable 
punch card (though being black in this country automatic­
ally labels us) but, at least it's not like being a black 
punch card. 
Smaller colleges make the black experience a little 
less objective, more interpersonal. Preston Wilcox, a 
prominent black educator comments, "(institutions of 
higher learning) . . .  program both black and white stu­
dents to think the way the education institution wants 
them to think as against helping students become self-
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directed individuals who incorporate a need to think for 
themselves. One example is the tendency to urge stu­
dents to be objective when in fact no individual, whoever 
he is, can ever be completely objective. The reality is 
that one has to become aware of his subjectivity." 
Larger universities have more facilities, True. But as far 
as Trinity and this type of college is concerned, the con­
centration, distribution and quality of the resources that 
a major university could provide are either present or 
easily accessible. 
As we said before, Trinity is a small liberal arts col­
lege. We hope it means a little bit more to you now. 
TRINITY COLLEGE ... Hartford, Connecticut 
Trinity College occupies 90 acres of buildings and play­
ing fields in a lower-middle class residential section of 
Hartford, Connecticut, halfway between Boston and New 
York City. On campus - resources include a new three 
million dollar life sc'iences center for psychology and 
biology; a library of 475,000 volumes in which you find 
the books you want (Trinity is also a member of the five­
college library plan in which the Wesleyan, University of 
Connecticut, University of Hartford, Yale and Trinity 
libraries can, if necessary, pool their stacks to find and 
get you any book ever printed}; a center for the perform­
ing arts with a 450 seat theatre; a new athletic center; 
tennis and squash courts; baseball, football, soccer, la­
crosse and open fields; a new eight-story dormitory with 
four-men suites, wall-to-wall carpets, coed floor arrange­
ment. The College enrollment is increasing due to co­
education. We're having a few problems about space, 
but then, we're in a city where space problems are an 
everyday thing. 
• Students' hometowns range from Hartford to Boston
to Shawnee Mission, Kansas; Seattle to Honolulu;
D. C. to Philly; Chicago to Pakistan; Long Island to
Pasadena; Harlem to Kentucky to Ghana to Brazil to
Sedalia, North Carolina and many other places. Most
of the brothers and sisters come from the East Coast
cities but Chicago, Detroit,· Cincinnati, Kansas City,
and Seattle make up a fairly large percentage of our
small, rapidly growing black community.
• There are approximately 1400 students living on cam­
pus scattered through quaint ivy covered dorms on the
quadrangle, a couple of dull box-like dorms and a few
fairly comfortable modern dorms. The student-faculty
ratio is 10-1 and the average class size is about 14,
many smaller, some larger. Though the majority (60%}
of the instructors have Ph.D's {there are a few pretty
powerful professors who slow down progress), there
are a large number of young instructors, people still
very involved in the process of absorbing an education.
Also, Trinity has a small (650 or so) diverse graduate
program. With the entire body of knowledge spreading
and the expanding pool of creativity, you'll meet and
live with the fertile minds of faculty and students.
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• On the whole, Trinity is not a very rich school. Our
endowment is about $25 million with an additional $20
million tied up in the physical facilities. It may sound
like a lot of money. It is, but, comparing our finances
to those of similar schools, we are about in the lower
middle. Liberal arts colleges are expensive to attend.
A Trinity education would run you nearly $4,000 a
year for tuition, books, room, board, fees and personal
expenses like transportation, laundry and incidentals.
Don't let the figure scare you away; if you get ac­
cepted, getting the money you need won't be a hassle.
If you have any questions about financial aid, write to:
Mr. John Waggett 
Director of Financial Aid 
Trinity College 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
He's one of the new, young administrators like Bob 
Fuller, 31 year old Dean of the Faculty, Max Paulin, Elenor 
Reid and Tom McKune, Assistant and Associate Directors 
of Admissions; who realize that black students are as 
vital to education as education is to black students. 
So much for the introductory stuff we had to get out of 
the way; now. what about a Trinity education? Even within 
the very, very different structures of different types of 
colleges, the majority of actual learning takes place out­
side of classroom. Surprised??? How much of what you 
know (not this subject matter garbage) comes from TV, 
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outside reading and just contact with people. In the 
ghetto it's too obvious (Hell, the city is an education); in 
the suburbs and integrated areas it's a little more subtle, 
but just as true. 
A college education is a people education, be the 
people students, literary characters, abstract concepts, 
etc. In smaller liberal arts colleges, the people are likely 
to be faculty and administrators as well as students. 
Trinity and similar liberal arts colleges require a lot of 
work. The educational philosophy of this type school is 
to develop the thinking capacities of every student in ·as 
many ways as possible. Thinking is hard work. With our 
curricular changes, individualized study and thinking are 
emphasized; that's the hardest type of work. 
In an average week, you'd probably have between 16 
and 20 hours of class depending on the type of program 
you designed (sciences include labs). Classes are small 
and, for the most part, informal. But the work is very 
taxing. Most classes use no textbooks (textbooks are 
someone else's work- with source material the knowl­
edge becomes yours); you'd be writing papers pretty 
frequently, especially with the shift to more seminar type 
courses; you'd be reading probably more and definitely 
more intricate, involved, thought-provoking books, essays, 
novels, newspapers and texts than high school could 
possibly afford to expose you to. It's not unusual to find 
yourself studying 50 hours a week including class time. 
It sounds like a lot of work. It is. But there are in­
gredients that make it, as one brother put it "difficult, 
but not impossible." 
The first ingredient is true of most liberal arts colleges. 
You live on campus. Unimportant? Not really. When the 
environment is total, you can't help interacting with it 
(even with the good sized work load). You can spend 
time digging your sounds, playing one of 17 sports (about 
40% of the brothers in New England who are fencers are 
at Trinity - for what that's worth), reading, hacking 
around, rapping, or getting yourself together anyway you 
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chose while being free from the at-home-scene. On week­
ends you can party, go to the movies, travel around to 
other colleges checking out what's going on there, so­
cialize with Trinity co-eds, do the fraternity thing (most 
brothers don't) and, just about anything else you want to 
do, hang with your friends black and white. There are 
really good white cats, chicks, at Trinity. I couldn't talk 
about campus like I do if that weren't true. Trinity is a 
white College. I find it pretty friendly - some brothers 
don't. But, then again, you are you. 
t 
The next section is to introduce you to some people at 
Trinity. Some black people. Please understand, we're 
not suggesting that you will become the people you will 
briefly meet. That would be silly. You have some idea of 
who you are and who you could be, and you are unique. 
Though college can modify and direct the way you ex­
press yourself, Trinity won't completely make you. It'll 
probably change you somewhat, but that's what educa­
tion is. 
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When I arrivect I was certainly well aware of what 
white people were and are doing to black people. 
I was also vaguely aware of how white people actually 
oppress black people . . .  I became more aware of 
this oppression of the mind. This is what I am fighting. 
I can fight this oppression and more importantly build 
myself through a black education. This black 
education is what I am taking from Trinity. 
This black education is not limited by Trinity, or 
Hartford, or Connecticut or the United States. This 
black education is above these physical limitations. It 
is the black education of a black mind to create a 
strong black man so he can help his people. 
You can talk about educating these white people all 
you please; I came here to get educated. 
The difference between a southern black high school 
and a New England white college? You're putting 
me on. 
When I first got to Hartford, I looked up churches; 
found one, Pentecostal, and joined. Religion is my life. 
I gave my life to Jesus. The church kept me together first 
semester because I felt a lot of pressures, emotional and 
academic. The other guys could party, have fun on weekends, 
but I went to church. 
Some cats say there hasn't been much of a social life at 
Trinity. A good social scene at just about any school means 
getting up off your rear and not letting not having a car 
get you down. Those same cats look at Trinity as just Trinity, 
not Hartford, not the girls schools about 45 minutes away, 
not New York, not Boston, not New England. 
I don't want an education for the sake of competition. 
It's no challenge to try to be any man's equal except 
my own. 
Room to clean, keep 
scrubbing the battered palates 
of happiness, 
pressured, 
I've got gingerbread men to design 
(Room was a little too cluttered, anyway) 
and a new roommate 
came to Trinity frightened of books and people. Though 
I'm still frightened by the former, I've learned that we are 
all in the same predicament; we are reluctant to get close 
to each other. Learning how to love another person, another 
people, may be the most valuable experience you can 
gain from college. 
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The Trinity Coalition of Blacks is a close knit organiza­
tion of very different people. Most of the brothers hang 
together at meals and socially. As different as the in­
dividuals are, collectively we are very effective and close. 
We have gotten together and pooled our talents; to raise 
money for black scholarships (after our sit-in, two days 
before Columbia, the student body set up a fund - from 
their pockets - for black scholarships); to honor the late 
Martin Luther King Jr.; to start a library of black authors 
from Cleaver to James Baldwin; to iron out our dis­
agreements. 
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As vital as TCB is to student life, we are one of the 
most conspicuous, effective, and moving political forces. 
Last year there were 24 Afro-American undergrads on 
campus. Next year we estimate about 80. President Lock­
wood has said: "Trinity wants black students." How sin­
cere is the administration? We don't know yet. Both the 
President and the Dean of the Faculty- the two most 
powerful administrative officers - are new. At this point it 
would be foolish to operate on a trust that has only had 
a year to develop. But now brothers are included in the 
recruitment-admissions process; black counselors are 
being sought; this year Chuck Stone, the black political 
figure; John Oliver Killens, the author; Clive Thompson, 
lead dancer of the Martha Graham Dance Troupe and 
other black instructors are on the Trinity staff. The entire 
curriculum is being reviewed by the Coalition and edu­
cators to insure that each course is made as relevant 
as possible to a black perspective. The brothers and 
sisters at Trinity, the University of Connecticut, Wesleyan 
and the University of Hartford are creating a black studies 
center in Hartford. Courses in black history, culture, 
urban studies are appearing in the curriculum. Black 
studies majors are mapping out their own courses of 
study. Provisions have been made for symposiums, 
speakers like Julian Bond (who was here last year), 
transportation to other colleges, black programs, week­
ends and workshops. 
COEDUCATION 
Like many of the single sex schools in the country, Trinity 
has gone co-ed. It's kind of funny that all of a sudden 
"people" realized that girls are people and young women 
can't be separated in the liberal arts education - for 
education's sake as well as for justice. It's only natural 
to have co-education. Anyway, 1969-70 will be the first 
coeducational year in Trinity's history. Trinity women 
will have the same social restrictions as men: hardly 
any (save, of course, civil codes). You'll be free from 
check-ins, and other stuff some colleges slap on females 
to remind you of your "subordinate" sex. 
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Personal Note to Sisters: 
It's pretty tough expressing your free black woman­
hood. I know. Competition is much keener. At Trinity, 
you'll be the most conspicuous minority and numerically 
one of the smallest. It could very well be that you'd en­
counter a lot more social pressures than you'd find at 
other types of colleges; you might not. Black women have 
never been seen in any substantial number on the Trinity 
campus. Any social, political, intellectual, emotional 
foundation the black women in Trinity's future would 
grow on, you'd have to make. If I were female, I'd prob­
ably have more to say. But since I'm not, I can only offer 
my active support, strengths, weaknesses, my love and 
the cooperation of the brothers to the building task at 
your hands. 
HARTFORD ... 
Downtown Hartford is no New York, Boston, D. C. or even 
Baltimore. You could probably find anything you needed, 
but don't look for much more. In the North End, Hart­
ford's largest ghetto, you can find beauty parlors, barbers 
and the sort of things you'd find in the cities (as far as 
necessities go). The city, from living on campus, can be 
fairly comfortable. But. 
Hartford, the Insurance City, is a bad place to live if 
you're young and/or b!ack. The Man headquarters some 
of the largest multi-million dollar insurance firms in the 
country in Hartford. Over 35,000 Afro-Americans live here. 
There are about 10,000 black people on welfare. Housing 
is poor. 
But, the most disturbing characteristic is that there is 
no significant attempt made to meet the needs of any of 
its young black people. There are eight predominantly 
black schools (including elementary, junior high, and two 
high schools). Though a school bond passed two years 
ago, no new schools have been constructed. 
This summer, there was a small riot. 
Hartford needs a lot of help from us. Not necessarily for 
Hartford, but to help save the minds and souls of young, 
black, people. Through organizations on or off campus, 
you can become involved with (while straightening out 
yourself) Hartford's black, Puerto Rican, Polish or poor 
white people. 
In Hartford, organizations like the Urban League, 
NAACP, Human Rights Commission, Black Panthers and 
Trinity College have set up programs for breakfast, job 




One of the most significant changes for Trinity students 
and prospective students, any student, is our new cur­
riculum. What it says is " ... The student will be ulti­
mately responsible for the determination of his academic 
program;" what it means -twofold. 
The most immediate meaning is freedom from specific 
requirements. High school is rotting with requirements. 
Most class time (as it was with us and our parents) is 
spent getting credits for this and that course. You know 
-like the Algebra II and Ill course with the old lady with
the warm smile, cold heart and heavy red pencil and the
"American" history course, the French course and chem­
istry - so you can get out and go to college. Many, many 
colleges are advanced level extensions of high school. 
They too, are interested in turning out a renaissance 
man - one who knows a I ittle about a lot of specific 
little subject areas and a lot about one specific thing. 
So colleges, like high school will tell you to take 
courses like language and rhetoric, European history, 
calculus, intermediate foreign language. Not that there's 
anything wrong with diversity in subject matter -
that's great - but it's your education if you can dig it. 
You should be able to "diversify" your own education. 
Why should you take calculus, for example: if (1) you 
don't dig it (2) you might not have a strong background 
- it could put a bind on you (at Trinity there's more
than enough academic pressure) and (3) you could be
taking a film course or a philosophy course, or eastern
religions course, or a black music course, all of which
would make your background just as broad - depending
on how you want it. If you want to take calculus - fine.
Trinity's new curriculum eliminates basic requirements. 
There are no courses that you will be required to take 
before going into your major field of study. Freshman 
seminars (which will only be suggested for you) are in­
dependent study programs that you and your seminar 
professor (who's also your adviser) determine. 
The second meaning of the curriculum is that educa­
tion at Trinity is becoming more experimental, innovative. 
Within the framework of the curriculum you can invent 
a major if you want (a lot of brothers are doing their own 
Black Studies program); there are a multitude of special 
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academic opportunities - like independent study, Col­
lege courses (professors teach courses that students 
want and they want to teach without having to stick to 
their certain department); student teaching programs and 
an open semester in which you can leave campus, go 
just about anywhere to do your academic thing while 
getting credits for it. 
Two significant additions to educational opportunities 
at Trinity are the programs with the University of Hart­
ford's famous Hartt College of Music and RPI. Our con­
nection with Hartt means that Trinity now has one of the 
strongest liberal arts music programs in the country with 
all the extensive music facilities and resources of an out­
standing professional music college. 
Trinity's five year engineering program leading to a 
B.A. and B.S. of Engineering has been replaced by our 
new program with the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute of 
Connecticut, one of the nation's best. In the same five 
years, you would receive both a B.A. from Trinity and a 
Master of Engineering degree from R.P.I. 
Blackness is a beautiful thing to sing, play and 
build from. 
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We've tried to present what we found to be true in 
and around our campus. 
It's really hard to describe because now, finally 
(due to student-faculty-administration) the College 
is changing. We're finding out about our admistra­
tion. This booklet is sort of a probe. We'd like to 
say- and we're sure they would like us to say­
that - Trinity is the greatest place in the universe. 
Come on over! But, the College is, and will be for 
a long time to come, changing and being shaped by 
different perspectives. 
If you would like to find out more about the 
College, about us - you can write or call: 
The Trinity Coalition of Blacks 
Trinity College 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
or visit 84 Vernon Street, Hartford, Connecticut. 
Written by members of the Trinity Coalition of Blacks. 
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